
A Guide to Reading at Home
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These slides have been created to help you and your child enjoy reading at home. 

They aim to provide you with clear information about learning to read and how you can 
help your child make progress.



3

Read Write Inc (RWI)

RWI is our phonics 
programme that enables 
every child to become a 

confident and fluent reader.

The children:

- Learn 44 sounds and the 
corresponding letter(s) 
using picture prompts.

- Learn to read words using 
blending (Fred talk).

- Read stories featuring pre 
taught sounds and words 
they have learnt to sound 
out.
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How to use RWI at home 

1. Help your child to learn the 
speed sounds.

2. Help your child to read 
words by sound-blending 
(Fred talk).

3. Help your child to read 
short sentences (Ditties).

4. Read their RWI storybook 
with them regularly and log 
it on the Go read app.



RWI Speed Sound Chart
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Red words do not fit the 
sound rules and are 
called irregular. At 
school, we call them ‘Red 
Words’ and children learn 
to read these by sight.
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Reading at home 

DO…

• Keep reading time relaxed and 
comfortable.

• Find a quiet place with no 
distractions.

• Make it a special time together.

• Establish a routine in the day and 
read for 10-15 minutes.

• Talk about books.

• Encourage use of ‘Fred talk’ to 
work out unfamiliar words.

• Ask questions before, during and 
after reading.

• Discuss any words they may not 
understand.
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DON’T…

• Let the books be mistreated.

• Correct too often or too 
quickly, see if your child 
notices their mistake.

• Get worried or frustrated 
with slow progress.

• Have distractions in the room 
you are in.
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Questions for Exploring Reading

Style - What type of book is this?
- Have we read a book like this before?
- What other story is it like?
- What do you think it will be about?
- What is the title?
- Are their any pictures?
- What can you see on the front cover/back cover?

Setting
Where?
When?

- Where is the story set?
- When does the story take place?
- Can you describe the setting of the story?

Character
Who?

- Who are the characters in the story?
- Who do you think is the most important character?
- Who is telling the story?
- Were there any characters you didn’t like?
- What is similar/different about two characters?
- Were the characters good/bad?
- Explain why a character did something.
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Plot
What?

- What do you think might happen next?
- What are the main events in the story?
- What is the problem in the story and how is it resolved?
- What was your favourite part of the story?
- What was your least favourite part of the story?

Theme - What is the main idea/theme/moral of the story?
- Can you think of another story, which has a similar theme; e.g. good over evil; weak over strong; wise 

over foolish?
- Do you know of another story which deals with the same issues; e.g. social, moral, cultural?
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What reading book will my child be bringing home?

In Reception:

1. Lilac books (no words) while 
they are learning their first 
set of sounds and how to 
blend (Fred talk).

2. Ditties

3. Red books

4. Green books

5. Purple books

At the end of Reception, an on 
track child should be fluently 
reading a green/purple RWI 
book.
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In Year 1:

1. Purple books

2. Pink books

3. Orange books

4. Yellow books

5. Blue books

At the end of Year 1, an on 
track child should be 
confidently reading a blue RWI 
book.
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In Year 2:

1. Blue books

2. Grey books

3. In the summer term, an on 
track child in Year 2 should 
be off the RWI programme 
and using our Collins Big Cat 
book banded reading scheme 
that will continue in KS2.

4. At the end of Year 2, an on 
track child should be reading 
white/lime books.
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